
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ayse Evrensel        

Department: Economics & Finance       Phone Number: (618) 650-2592 

E-mail Address: aevrens@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1102 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Department of Economics & Finance  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This project is related to Economic History narrated from an institutional perspective. The modern understanding of 

economic development assigns a significant role to institutional quality by examining the processes through which 

institutional quality and therefore economic development in a country is achieved. While the focus of the existing 

research is overwhelmingly on Europe, I would like to examine the institutional changes in the Ottoman Empire 

between the 15th and 19th centuries parallel to the changes in Europe. There are very few comparative studies on 

this subject and I am hopeful that this preliminary examination starting fall of 2015 will be fruitful.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
Because this is a new research project for me, I need to discuss the subject with the URCA assistant(s), which 

requires the student to be attracted to the subject. The subject has to be interesting to the student so that he/she reads 

the material and is motivated to discuss it with me. Basically, I need a sounding board to exchange ideas and find 

new ways of interpreting the existing research. Therefore, a good amount of reading and discussion will be involved 

in this work.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
The student will observe me as I get into a new research area, which is informative. If the student is interested in 

research, he/she will learn as to how we approach a new research project and develop an area of interest within a 

larger subject. Additionally, trying to understand what we read and communicating our understanding verbally or in 

written format with others is the foundation of higher education and working on this project would provide a solid 

experience to the student on these areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

The student has to agree to meet once a week with me for up to 2 hours. However, the exact days or times are not set 

and can be identified mutually with the student. 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
N/A 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

 I would prefer students who are majoring in disciplines that are related to the subject matter (Economics, Historical 

Analysis, Sociology, Political Science, etc.)  

     

Also, I noted no course credit before on this application, because the subject is somewhat interdisciplinary. 

However, if other Schools such as CAS accept our Independent Study course as a general elective credit, I certainly 

will consider providing course credit as well.  

 

 


